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Objectives

At the end of this unit you wll

Be aware of the following

The |l ong history of hardshi ps endured by

Ukrai ne’ s peopl es

Patience, nationalismand agricultural ties to
the land as significant traits

Strong nationalismfostering identity seen in
the Ukrainian Catholic (G eek) Church or
Ukr ai ni an Aut ocephal ous Ot hodox Church

Politicized nature of Bible translation and
di stribution practices within Orthodox circles

Human rights practices concerning prison, free
speech and press, education and discrimnation

ldentify

Pot enkin vill ages
Kyi v
| gor Si kor sky

Realize

Uni que attitudes toward work possessed by many
i n Wkraine

Rel i gi ous perspective which sees God as

merci ful and kind

| mportance of the Ukrainian | anguage in
scriptures of Ukraine' s Othodox Churches
Manners and custons regardi ng Ukraini an
greetings, gestures, eating and visiting
practices
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“Above all, Ukrainians want the world to know t hat
they are not Russians...[Wkrainians] will tell you that
Ukraine is the second |argest state in Europe, its
popul ation is Europe’s fourth largest, and it has the
second | argest standing arny in Europe.”

-- FromDa to Yes, Yale R chnond, p. 270

. World and Life View

1. Ukraine 1n comon fol k hi story, the term
“Ukrai ne” meant borderland. Under Conmuni st

dom nation, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic was
often referred to as “the Wkraine.”

Si nce i ndependence, the sinple “Ukraine” or
“Republic of Ukraine,” omtting the article, is
fitting.

Ukr ai ni ans, especially those in the western region
of the country, see thenselves as overwhel m ngly
Eur opean.

2. Optlmlsm Due in part to
their warm noderate climte, rich
agricultural land, and sense of a

| ong, stabilizing history, many
Ukrai nians are an optim stic people.
They are often outgoing, |ooking on
the brighter side of things. The
Ukr ai ni an proverb “things wll sort
t hensel ves out sonehow’ identifies
an undemandi ng, reassuring view of
the future.

3. Historical Past Hardships endured since World
War | continue to |leave a deep inprint on Ukrainian
psyches. Mich Eastern Front conbat during World War |
t ook place on Wkrainian soil. A short lived

i ndependence existed from 1917-1920. Many artists,
writers and church faithful were killed, exiled or
banned by the Soviets in the 1920s and 30s.
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Collectivized farns and the Stalin i nduced fam ne of
1933 led to mllions of deaths.

Wrld War |11 saw Ukraine as a
Sovi et/ German battl eground. Nazi’s
occupied the region for three years
during the conflict. Some four
mllion Ukrainians |lost their |ives,
including 1 mllion Jew sh people in
t he Hol ocaust. Ukrainian insurgents
continued to resist Soviet occupation
until the 1950s.

The trauna of these events continues to shape the
Ukrainian world and life viewin the foll ow ng ways.

a. Patilence Difficulties experienced in today's
econony, though significant, are mnor conpared with
much of 20th century Ukrainian history. Distress is
relative. Life goes on.

b. Nationalism Rather than a “God-given
m ssion” to oversee Slavic peoples, a perspective that
many Russi ans have, the Ukrainian outlook is nore of a
“l'ive and let live” franme of mnd. Many see their
country as a md-1|evel European power, to be included
in all things European.

c. Agriculture A close attachment to the soil is
comonpl ace. The privately owned farm or | oose and
voluntary associ ation of peasants, is the tradition.
An individualistic, independent spirit, dating from
Cossack and freenen settlenent, is nmuch nore common in
Ukrai ne than in Russi a.

d. Cossack heritage cossacks remain fol k
her oes, synbols of national independence and zeal.
Devel oped in nyth and actual history, the Cossack
mystique continues. Frontiersnen, pioneers, Othodox
sol di ers, defenders of the oppressed, trusted
“republican guards” of Russian tzars, adventurers and
freedomfighters, such is the heritage of the Cossacks
which still perneates the region.
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e. Russia Wthin the Commonweal th of | ndependent
States, of which the Russian Federation sees herself as
“first anong equals,” Russia takes a sonmewhat
paternalistic outl ook toward Ukraine. Many Russi ans
still regard Ukraine as a vital national interest. For
them an independent Ukraine is hard to conprehend.

f. Work Passivity in factory work, stemm ng from
seven decades of Soviet oversight, can be comon.
Under Communism initiative was suppressed,
unquesti oni ng obedi ence being the norm Excessive
i ndustriousness was equated wth greed. Though
changing, with “street smart” entrepreneurs becom ng
the “novers and shakers” in the country, a passive work
denmeanor nonet hel ess conti nues.

4. Religion

a. God Conpared with the Russian “fear” and
“awe” characterizations of God, Ukrainians see the holy
as “merciful” and “kind.” 1In folk religion, gods often
wer e bestowers of good.

b. Nationalist identity Both the Ukrai nian
Catholic (Geek) Church (or Uniate) and the Ukraini an
Aut ocephal ous Ot hodox Church nmade few concessions to
t he Comuni sts during the Soviet era. Consequently,

t hese bodi es are now sources of nationalist pride.

Sonme say that the shared persecution
endured by Ukrai ni an Ot hodox--what ever
t he denom national stripe--and the
Ukrai nian Catholic (G eek) Church
(Uni ate) under the Soviet regi ne now
fosters a new appreciation of religion.
Thus, nost historic Ukraini an Churches,
because of their history of enduring
Sovi et persecution while maintaining
their integrity, now attract nenbership
with patriotic loving Wkrainian citizens
(see The Wkrainian Othodox Question in
t he USSR by Frank Sysyn).
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C. Jesuits Due to long terminpact of Jesuit
education and printing on Orthodoxy in the 1600s, sone
Ukrai ni an peoples nay exhibit | ess than tol erant
approaches to this Roman Catholic m ssion organi zation.
Jesuit conspiracy theories exist. Political far-right
demagogues nmay continue to propagandi ze against this

group.

d. Bible translations and distribution
Wthin Othodoxy, Bible translation and
di stribution projects can be volatile,
politicized issues.

Many Protestant Americans wel cone new
transl ati ons and paraphrases of the
Scriptures--the nore the better. On
mlitary-to-mlitary or support and
stability operations wth Ukraine
counterparts, United States Arnmed Forces
personnel may wish to willingly distribute
Russi an | anguage Blbles to pronote harnony

As pointed out, however, by

St ephen Batal den in a chapter entitled
“The Contenporary Politics of the
Russi an Bi bl e--Rel i gi ous Publication
in a Period of G asnost,” (Seeking
God, pp. 232-243), mlitary personnel
woul d do well to be aware of the
foll ow ng reasons for the
politicization of these Bibles.

(1) Approach to spirituality Hi storically,
adherents of Orthodoxy fulfilled their religious
requi renments without reading the Bible. Cbserving the
church calendar with its fasts, saints’ |lives, icons
and joining in the liturgical celebration of the
Eucharist were the inportant matters. Bible reading
and study took a distant second place in Othodox
t hought and practi ce.
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(2) Ukrainian language Si nce i ndependence,
t he Ukrainian | anguage is the national tongue. Russian
| anguage Scriptures may synbolize dom nati on and
oversight rather than independent, Ukrainian identity.
Al so, to have many different Bible translations in
exi stence underm nes historic Othodox church
supervi sion and control.

(3) Personal translations In
response to public demand, private,
semofficial translation projects exist.
Many of these translations use conflicting
Greek and Hebrew texts as their original
sources. A confusing picture results.
Church practice, authority, and oversight

are damaged. |Independent and conpeting
Bi bl e Soci eties and conm ssions add to the
di sarray.

(4) Uneasiness with change Ot hodox
hi erarchy practices an innate conservati sm and desire
to preserve tradition. In a manner not unlike that of
Ki ng Janes Bi ble controversies in Anerican
Christianity, Othodox | eadership feels new
transl ations cloud the beauty of phrase and expression
of ol der texts.

(5) Lack of linguistic norm I n addition, though
inprimaturs exist, there is no one linguistic normfor
common Orthodox religious texts. A nostalgia for the
past--with secure religious and | anguage patterns--
becones increasingly val ued.

e. Ukrainian Catholic (Greek) Churches (Uniate) Due
to historical and theol ogical practice differences,
special sensitivity is required of all who woul d deal
with Othodox Churches in Ukraine.
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Il. Language

1. Ukrainian The official

| anguage of Ukraine is Ukrainian.

It is as simlar to Russian as Dutch
is to German or Spanish to
Portuguese. In 1989, 78 percent of
t he popul ati on spoke Ukrai ni an
fluently. Influenced by Polish, the
Ukr ai ni an | anguage has nore cognates
of West European | anguages than
Russian. It al so possesses fewer
A d Church Sl avonic roots.

2. Dialects nNorther n, southwestern and sout heastern
di al ects are conventional Ukrainian | anguage di vi sions.
The Pol t ava- Ki ev (pahl - TAH vah, central Ukraine)
dialects of the late 1700s and 1800s formthe basis of
nmoder n UKr ai ni an.

3. Law on Languages an early 1990s Law on
Language established Ukrainian as the national |anguage
of Ukraine. |In addition, it pronoted conditions so
ethnic mnorities could preserve their |anguages

t hrough school s, universities and radio.

lll. Greetings

1. Reticence initiall y Ukrai ni an peopl es may be
qui et and reserved. A protective barrier--avoiding eye
contact, possessing a dour deneanor of suspicion and
caution--may be the first inpression. Smles from

ent husi astic Anericans may puzzle nore tradition bound
Ukr ai ni ans.

2. HUQS dose friends and relatives receive cheek

ki sses and hugs upon greeting and farewell. A hand
wave and verbal word takes place in nore infornal
settings. Sensitivity and grace, a “warnth of heart,”
is a national trait. Body distance when tal king nay be
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closer than that with which many Anericans feel
confortable.

3. Names uUsually first names are not used between
strangers. A professional title (doctor, sergeant,
major) or M., Mss., Ms., or Ms., followed by the
surnane, is appropriate. Mny Ukrainians value titles.
Show deference to age as ol der people are well

respect ed.

V. Gestures

1. Impolite gestures include:

“OK” sign (thunb and forefinger touching in a
circle) This gesture may be interpreted as
vul gar .

Shakenfist

Pointing index finger Though
peopl e may point this way, sonme

o

>
consider it uncul tured. "

)

Hands in pockets/folded across chest Speaking to
a superior or the elderly in this posture cones
across as rude.

Gum Chewi ng gumin the presence of superiors
or elderly is inpolite.

Spread or crossed legs In public, when sitting,
avoid resting one ankle on the other or
spreadi ng your legs in a w de fashion.

Theater Squeezing in front of theater attendees
wi th your back to themis inpolite. Face
seat ed peopl e on such occasi ons.
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2. Other, more positive gestures include:

“Thumbs up” O ten neans
approval

Eye contact Use frequently in conversations
yet avoid a constant, “boring down” on the
person you talk with

“Fig” (clenched fist with thunb between index
and m ddl e finger knuckles) Oten this sign
means “not hing” or “you will get nothing.”

Chivalry Many UWkrai ni an wonen expect nmen to
open doors and help carry heavy itens.

V. Eating

1. Home Like many Sl avic peoples, a warmkitchen is
the center of social life. Weat breads, dunplings,
veget abl e (borscht), potato and bean di shes, and dairy
products are all well-known Ukrainian foods. A nmain

m d- af t ernoon di nner, served in two courses, is the

| argest of the day’s neals. GQuests often renove shoes
when entering the hone.

2. Table Manners Hands (though not el bows) are
usual ly kept on the table. Al food taken is expected
to be eaten. It is an honor for a guest to ask for,
and eat, second hel pi ngs.
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VI. Visiting

1. Friends The necessity of strong friendships is
based, in part, upon the peasant and Sovi et past, where
friendshi p connections often neant the difference

bet ween success or failure. Titles are inportant.

Yet, good personal relations are the nost val ued asset
in getting sonmething done. “Ukrainians wll be
fiercely loyal and trusting and will work hard for
peopl e they are bonded to” (FromDa to Yes, p. 285).
Many Ukr ai ni ans expect friendships to extend to
business and mlitary functions as well.

2.“NO” A quick “no” is often the first response to
a proposal. Though used frequently, it does not cancel
a di scussion or the suggestion at hand. Pursue the
matter in a different way.

3. Potemkin Villages The desire
of Catherine Il of Russia to please a
statesman Gigory Potenkin (pah-
TYAHM kyi n, 1739-1791), led to her

pl acing false village facades on the
routes the two would travel. This
practice--that of inpressing gullible
visitors--may continue today. Though
Ukrai nians may routinely criticize
aspects of their country, visitors
shoul d avoi d the sane.

4. Kiev sone sensitivity may be required in spelling
of the capital city of Ukraine. |In March 1996, the
government asked that Kiev be spelled, in the future,
as “Kyiv.”

5. [)rn/n1g If mlitary nenbers nust drive, enploy
def ensi ve, cautious driving habits. Local |aws and
rules, known by Ukrainian citizens but unfamliar to
ot hers, may cause difficulty.

6. Americans of Ukrainian Descent ood topics
for discussion include references to prom nent
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Ameri cans who are of Ukrainian heritage. These
i ndi vi dual s i ncl ude:

Igor Sikorsky (sah- KAHR-skee, 1889-1972) Born
in Kiev, he founded Si korsky Aero Engi neeri ng,
a division of United Aircraft Corporation.

Si korsky built, in 1931, the American Ci pper,
pi oneering transoceanic comrercial flight. He
devel oped the first practical helicopter in
1939.

Andy Warhol (19272-1987) Artist who founded
pop art. Known for his prediction that in the
future, people would be fanpbus for 15 m nutes.

Mike Ditka Former Chicago Bear football coach
TV comment at or and now coach of the New Ol eans
Sai nts.

VIl. Human Rights

AN

—_

- =

{ . ARSI

1. Prisons «The Constitution
prohibits torture; however, police
and prison officials regularly beat
det ai nees and prisoners. Amesty
International in Ukraine reports that
riot police beat and torture
prisoners during their regular
training exercises at jails.

Blisadtaaaliin ki kel

Prison conditions are poor. Despite governnent
efforts to maintain mninmuminternational standards in
the prisons for convicted prisoners, the worsening
econom c situation led to a further deterioration of
these facilities. Overcrowding, poor sanitation, and
i nadequate nedi cal care are all common problens in the
prisons.

Conditions in pretrial detention facilities
routinely fail to neet m ninuminternational standards.
| nmates are sonetinmes held in investigative isolation
for extended periods and subjected to intimdation and
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m streatnment by jail guards and ot her innmates.
Overcrowding is common in the pretrial and

i nvestigative detention centers. Prison overcrowdi ng
| ed the Governnent to rel ease over 20,000 convicts
under a mass ammesty, including sonme convicted of
serious, violent crime” (Ukraine Country Report on
Human Ri ghts Practices for 1997. Unl ess ot herw se
stated, quotes which follow cone fromthis source).

2. Military Abuse “Beating of recruits by senior
conscripts, sonetinmes resulting in death or suicide of
the young soldiers, remains comon in the arny,
especially in the notoriously violent penal units.”

3. Freedom of Speech and Press

“The Constitution and a 1991 | aw provide for
freedom of speech and of the press; however, the
Government persistently attenpts to control the press.
The Governnent tolerates criticismon a selective
basis. Many journalists practice self-censorship. The
Governnment |largely controls the broadcast nedia.

The print nedia, both independent and governnent -
supported, denonstrates a tendency towards self-
censorship on matters sensitive to the Governnent
al t hough this has been decreasing over tine.

Reporting on organi zed crinme and
corruption in the Governnent,
i ncl udi ng m sconduct by sel ected hi gh-
ranki ng cabi net and adm ni stration
officials, is becomng increasingly
bold. Journalists contend that they
have been subjected to threats,
including the threat of arrest, and
viol ent assaults for aggressively
reporting on crine and official
corruption.”
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4. Education “wile maj or universities are state
owned, they ostensibly operate under full autonony.

Academ c freedomw thin universities, however, is an
under devel oped and poorly understood concept. Nepotism
and bribery are reportedly common during entrance

exans. Adm nistrators of universities and many
academ ¢ and research institutions possess the power to
silence professors and scientists with whomthey

di sagree by denying themthe possibility to publish, or
nore directly by w thhol ding pay, housing benefits, or
by term nating their appointnments. This atnosphere
tends to limt the spirit of free inquiry.”

5. Discrimination “The new Constitution prohibits
di scrimnation on the basis of race, sex, and other
grounds; however, due in part to the absence of an
effective judicial system the Governnment has not been
able to enforce effectively many of these provisions.
Societal anti-Semtismexists. The Governnent has not
prosecuted anti-Semtic acts under the Law Forbi ddi ng
the Sowi ng of Interethnic Hatred. The Governnent al so
has not prosecuted those responsible for sexual
discrimnation. Human rights experts al so note that
the police frequently harass dark-skinned young nen.”

“Start anew.”
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Review Quiz: Gestures and Taboos

Part 1--True or False place a T or an F in
t he bl ank provi ded.

1. Currently, Ukrainian peoples identify their country as
“Republic of Ukraine” or “the Ukraine.”

2. Most Ukrai ne peopl es possess a “CGod-given mssion” to
oversee Sl avic peopl es.

3. Many Russians still regard Ukraine as a vital national
i nterest.
4. Orthodox Bible translations in Ukraine are unifying,

har noni ous ventures the churches now agree upon.

5 Most Ukrai ni an peopl es are effervescent, outgoing and
enthusiastic due to living in a noderate climate.

6. “Bear hugs” are common in Ukrai ne between newy
acquai nted strangers.

7. Using the “OK’ sign in Ukraine is a positive, polite
gesture neani ng everything is fine.

< When in WUkraine, gumchewing in the presence of high
ranking officials is a readily accepted way of reducing
t ensi on.

9. An Anerican of Ukrainian descent, Mke Ditka, is known

as an exceptional Holl ywdod stunt man.

10. A good practice when in Ukraine is to avoid criticism

of Ukrainian culture even if hosts engage in saying
unflattering remarks about their country.
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Part 2—-Mu|tip|e Choice piace the letter of
the nost correct answer in the blank provided.

1. Conmpared with Russi an peopl es, Ukrainians are nore
a. pessi m stic.
b. optimstic.
C. soci alistic.
2. For many Ukrai ne peoples, the Cossack heritage is
a. a long forgotten excursion into the past, of
little value in today’'s world.
b. a rich source of nationalistic identity and
i ndependence.
c. closely tied with Communi st demagogues and shunned
in current nationalist discussion.
3. Many Ukr ai ne peopl es view God
a. as “fear” and “awe” inducing.
b. as “nmerciful” and “kind”.
c. with feelings of dread or denial.
4. The Ukrainian | anguage is as simlar to Russian as
__________ is to German.
a. English
b. Dutch
c. Swahili
5. For many Wkrai ni an people, the __ is the center
of social life.
a. kitchen
b. street borscht vendor
c. stamti sch
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6. “Potenkin Villages” are

a. Ukraine’'s historically accurate early |iving
arrangenents, sort of like Arerica' s frontier
settl enents.

b. false fronted buil dings designed to inpress though
decei ve visitors.

c. industrial centers in Ukraine, fanous for maki ng Potenkin
aut onotive tools.

7. Andy Warhol, an Anerican artist of Ukrainian descent,

was known for his “pop art” and

a. prediction that everyone would have 15 m nutes of fane.
b. fierce aninosity with Jackson Pol | ock
c. paintings of pastoral scenes of Ukraine' s farn and.

8. Reporting on organi zed crime and governnent corruption

in Ukraine today is becomng
a. grounds for inprisonnent of reporters

b. increasingly bold

c. suppressed even nore than in Conmmunist tines

9. Wthin Ukraine’s major universities, academ c freedom

a. a highly devel oped, well-understood and rigorously
enpl oyed concept.

b. despised and unheard of due to survivals of the
Communi st past.

c. an underdevel oped and poorly understood concept.

10. A nost val ued asset in getting sonething done within

Ukrai ne society is
a. possession of a high ranking, official sounding title.

b. good personal relations and friendshi ps.
c. plenty of Anerican dollars and busi ness sense.
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“The true test of character cones when the stakes are high, when
the chips are down, when your gut starts to turn, when the sweat
starts to formon your brow, when you know t he decision you are
about to make may not be popular...but it nust be made. That’s
when your true character is exposed.”
Ceneral Charles C. Krul ak
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